Old St. Mary’s

The Holy Spirit Fathers (Spiritans)

April 17, 2011
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Six days before the solemn Passover the Lord came to Jerusalem,
and children waving Palm branches ran out to welcome him.
They loudly praised the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

Blest are you who have come to us so rich in love and mercy.

Psalm 43:1-2
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St. Michael’s, Tanzania
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My brothers and sisters in Christ,

We begin today the Holiest Week of the Christian
year. For over 2000 years Christians have marked this
time with special observances. In previous times
stricter demands than are in force today were asked of
Catholics. Though many of those demands have been
lifted, the spirit of the week is the same. Prayer, wor-
ship, sacrifice and works of charity.

Lent ends on Thursday and the Triduum begins
then with the evening Mass of the Lord's Supper at
7:30 p.m. followed by adoration. I hope you can be
there.

Good Friday is the most solemn day of our Church
year - a day of sober quiet prayer and reflection in the
home and at church. Catholics have traditionally re-
frained from entertainment and any kind of behavior
that would be incompatible with the spirit of penance
and prayer. Please check the times for our services
here and/or those in a church near you.

Please plan to participate heart and soul and body
in those holy days. Please plan to go to church for one
of the services. Please go to confession if you haven't
recently so that you can truly receive the Risen Lord
into your heart and life Easter Sunday

The most solemn Liturgy in the Catholic Church is
the Easter vigil - Holy Saturday night at 8:30 p.m. If
you haven't had the opportunity to be part of this be-
fore, plan to come this year.

Of course it is with great joy that we will welcome
you here on Easter Sunday. God be with you and bless
you and keep you close to him this week and always.

In Jesus name, | am sincerely yours,
Fr. Ed Vilkauskas, C.S.Sp.
Pastor
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Holy Week Schedule of Services
Palm (Passion) Sunday —April 17
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Latin Choral Mass
12:00 p.m. English Choral Mass

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday— April 18-20
12:15 p.m. Daily Mass
Confessions heard 30 minutes prior to Mass

Holy Thursday-April 21-(No Mass at 12:15 p.m.)
7:30 p.m.-Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Last. Supper
followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Good Friday-April 22
12:30 p.m.-Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
2:30 p.m.-Stations of the Cross

8:00 p.m.-Solemn Service of Readings and Music
“Stabat Mater® by Antonin Dvorak
(soloists, choir & orchestra)
Reminder: Good Friday is a day of fast (one full meal, other
food does not equal that meal) and abstinence from meat.
Holy Saturday —April 23
1:00 p.m.-Traditional Blessing of Easter Food
8:30 p.m.-The Great Vigil of Easter (Men’s Choir)

Easter Sunday —April 24
8:30 a.m. - Mass of the Resurrection
10:00 a.m.- Latin Choral Mass of the Resurrection
Coronation Mass by W A Mozart (choir & orchestra)

12:00 p.m. -English Choral Mass of the Resurrection
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Volunteers are needed to help with Easter decorations

on Saturday, April 23rd at 9:00 a.m. A salad and pizza

lunch will be served to our volunteers at 1:00 p.m.




Old St. Mary’s, Detroit

MASS
30 SCHEDULE

Sunday, April 17: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

8:30 T Poor Souls in Purgatory by Estrellita Gibson
10:00 T Charles Fontana by John Fontana

12:00  Ann Pullis by Ken Pullis
1:15 R.C.L.A. in the Parish Center

Monday, April 18: Monday of Holy Week
12:15 T Loretta Finan by George H. Jury

Tuesday, April 19: Tuesday of Holy Week
12:15 ¥ Susanne Krupsky by Micki Czerniak

Wednesday, April 20: Wednesday of Holy Week
12:15 ¥ Scott B. Worden, Sr. by Mr.& Mrs.

William Worden
Thursday, April 21: Holy Thursday
7:30 Intentions of all Priests

T Oscar Johnson by Silvie Johnson

Friday, April 22: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
12:30 Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

2:30 Stations of the Cross

8:00 Solemn Service of Music & Readings
“Stabat Mater” by Antonin Dvorak

Saturday, April 23: Holy Saturday
1:00 Easter Blessing of Food

8:30 Intentions of Our Parishioners
(vigil)
Sunday, April 24: The Resurrection of the Lord; Easter
Sunday
8:30 Intentions of the Pierron-Jones Family by

Michelle Pierron

10:00 = C. Doug Seidl by Elayne Seidl
T Kathryn Donley Kravutske by Robert Kravutske
12:00 T Deceased Members of the Kloka & Maske

Families by Alberta Kloka

Lector Schedule  April 16/17

April 23/24

5:30 (Sat.) G. Harris/
T. Milligan
8:30 a.m. B. Victor/
M. Pierron
10:00 a.m. E. Gibson/
T. Carson
12:00 p.m. S. Haag/
L. White

8:30 p.m. vigil
T. Milligan
B. Victor

T. Carson

S. Haag

Old St. Mary’s, now in its 176th year of faith and
service to God’s people and served by the Spiritans
since 1893, extends a warm welcome to all.

The second collection today is for our Maintenance
Fund.

Please remember to pray for our R.C.L.A. candidates
Teresa Dabish and Sandra Green who will be bap-
tized at the Easter vigil. They will continue to prepare
for their Confirmation along with Jared Kozma and
Jacqueline Montreuil. Confirmation for these
R.C.LI.A. candidates will take place at Blessed Sacra-
ment Cathedral on Pentecost Sunday .

Old St. Mary’s will be celebrating the Feast of Divine
Mercy on the Second Sunday of Easter, May 1, 2011.
Divine Mercy Sunday this year will also be the day of
Beatification for Pope John Paul II. Join our Divine
Mercy celebration beginning with the 12:00 noon Mass
followed by a rosary at 1:30 and the Litany of Blessed
Pope John Paul at 2:00 p.m. Confessions will be heard
throughout the afternoon. There will be time for quiet
reflection/meditative prayer before the homily by guest
preacher Fr. LeRoy Moreeuw, C.PP.S. and the Mercy
Chaplet is prayed at 3:00 p.m. Our afternoon will con-
clude with Benediction Please plan on attending and
invite others to join.

Pewabic tiles of Old St. Mary’s Church are still avail-
able at a cost of $55. Also, a three disc DVD of the
August 15™ Jubilee Mass and Banquet can be pur-
chased for $25. Great gifts or keepsakes! Call the of-
fice at 313-961-8711 or purchase a DVD in the coffee
room after Mass. Please see the SHADOWBOX in the
Parish Center lobby with the Pewabic tiles displayed.
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REMEMBER
IN YOUR PRAYERS

Please pray for Parishioners who are Sick..

Pattie Andrews, Shelly Angeline, Phyllis Bolus, Patricia
Bozman, Gerald Brown, MaryAnn Burzynski, Rita Cullen,
John Fontana, Bryant Greene, Mary Grace Haidt, John
Hansen, Edie Mae Heard, Joann Inges, Michael Mandzuik,
Kay Nader, Jerry O’Halloran, Angeline Rybinski, James
Santo, Sonja Scott, Lloyd Thornton, Connie Vitale, Toni
Zent

Friends and Family of Parishioners...

Anne Danosky, Molly Dunne, Daisy Gulley, Charlotte
Haag, Grace Hansen, Camilla Lunsford, John Mattucci,
Larry Schott




PALM SUNDAY
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew

The symbols in the following narrative represent:
N - narrator

+ - Christ

S - speakers other than Christ

P - PEOPLE

N One of the twelve whose name was Judas Iscariot went off to the chief priests and said,

S "What are you willing to give me if I hand Jesus over to you?"

N They paid him thirty pieces of silver, and from that time on he kept looking for an opportunity to
hand him over. On the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came up to Jesus and said,
P "Where do you wish us to prepare the Passover supper for you?"

"Go to this man in the city and tell him, 'The Teacher says, My appointed time draws near. [ am to cele-
brate the Passover with my disciples in your house "

N The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover supper. When it grew dark
he reclined at table with the twelve. In the course of the meal he said,

+ "I give you my word one of you is about to deny me"

N Distressed at this, they began to say to him one after another,

S "Surely it is not I, Lord?"

+ "The man who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will hand me over. The

Son of Man is departing, as Scripture says of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is be-
trayed. Better for him if he had never been born."

Then Judas, his betrayer, spoke:

"Surely it is not I, Rabbi?"

"It is you who have said it."

During the meal Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his disciples.

"Take this and eat it, this is my body.'

Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,

"All of you must drink from it, for this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, to be poured out in
behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink this fruit of the vine from now until
the day when I drink it new with you in my Father's reign."
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N Then, after singing songs of praise, they walked out to the Mount of Olives. Jesus then said to
them,
+ "Tonight your faith in me will be shaken, for Scripture has it: 'l will strike the shepherd and the

sheep of the flock will be dispersed.' But after [ am raised up. I will go to Galilee ahead of you."

N Peter responded,

S "Though all may have their faith in you shaken, mine will never be shaken"

+ "I give you my word, before the cock crows tonight you will deny me three times."

S "Even though I have to die with you, I will never disown you."

N And all the other disciples said the same. Then Jesus went with them to a place called Geth-
semane.

+ "Stay here while I go over there and pray."

N He took along Peter and Zebedee's two sons, and began to experience sorrow and distress. Then
he said to them,

+ "My heart is nearly broken with sorrow. Remain here and stay awake with me."

N He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer.

+ "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Still, let it be as you would have it, not as I.

N When he returned to his disciples, he found them asleep, he said to Peter,



+ “So you could. not stay awake with me for even an hour? Be on guard, and pray that you may

not undergo trial. The spirit is willing but nature is weak.'
N Withdrawing a second time, he began to pray:
+ "My Father, if this cannot pass me by without my drinking it, your will be done!"
Once more, on his return, he found them asleep; they could not keep their eyes open. He left them again, with-
drew somewhat, and began to pray a third time, saying the same words as before. Finally he returned to his disci-
ples and said to them:

+ "Sleep on now. Enjoy your rest! The hour is on us when the Son of Man is to be handed over to
the power of evil men. Get up! Let us be on our way! See, my betrayer is here."
N While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived accompanied by a great crowd with

swords and clubs. The chief priests and elders of the people had sent them. His betrayer had arranged to give
them a signal, saying.

"The man I shall embrace is the one; take hold of him."

He immediately went over to Jesus, embraced him, and said to him.

"Peace. Rabbi"

"Friend, do what you are here for!"

At that moment they stepped forward to lay hands on Jesus, and arrested him. Suddenly one of those
who accompanied Jesus put his hand to his sword, drew it, and slashed at the high priest's servant, cutting off his
ear. Jesus said to him:

+ "Put back your sword where it belongs. Those who use the sword are sooner or later destroyed by it. Do
you not suppose I can call on my Father to provide at a moment's notice more than twelve legions of angels? But
then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled which say it must happen this way?"

N At that very time Jesus said to the crowd:

+ "Am | a brigand, that you have come armed with swords and clubs to arrest me? From day to day I sat
teaching in the temple precincts, yet you never arrested me. Nonetheless, all this has happened in fulfillment of
the writings of the prophets"

N Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. Those who had apprehended Jesus led him off to Caiaphas,
the high priest, where the scribes and elders were convened. Peter kept following him at a distance as far as the
high priest's residence. Going inside, he sat down with the guards to see the outcome. The chief priests, with the
whole Sanhedrin, were busy trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death.
They discovered none, despite the many false witnesses who took the stand. Finally two came forward who
stated:
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P "This man has declared. 'I can destroy God's sanctuary and rebuild it in three days.'"

N The high priest rose to his feet and addressed him:

S "Have you no answer to the testimony leveled against you?"

N But Jesus remained silent. The high priest then said to him:

S "I order you to tell us under oath before the living God whether you are the Messiah, the Son of
God"

+ "It is you who say it. But I tell you this: Soon you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of
the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven."

N At this the high priest tore his robes:

S "He has blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses? Remember, you heard the blasphemy.

What is your verdict?"

""He deserves death!"

Then they began to spit in his face and hit him. Others slapped him, saying:
""Play the prophet for us, Messiah! Who struck you?"

Peter was sitting in the courtyard when one of the serving girls came over to him and said,
"You too were with Jesus the Galilean."

He denied it in front of everyone:

"I don't know what you are talking about!"

When he went out to the gate another girl saw him and said to those nearby,
"This man was with Jesus the Nazorean"

Again he denied it with an oath:
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"I don't know the man"

A little while later some bystanders came over to Peter and said,

"You are certainly one of them! Even your accent gives you away!"

At that he began cursing and swore,

"I don't even know the man!"

Just then a rooster began to crow and Peter remembered the prediction Jesus had made: "Before the
rooster crows you will three times disown me." He went out and began to weep bitterly. At daybreak all the
chief priests and the elders of the people took formal action against Jesus to put him to death. They bound him
and led him away to be handed over to the procurator Pilate. Then Judas, who had handed him over, seeing that
Jesus had been condemned, began to regret his action deeply. He took the thirty pieces of silver back to the
chief priests and elders and said,
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S "I did wrong to deliver up an innocent man!"

P ""What is that to us? It is your affair!"

N So Judas flung the money into the temple and left. He went off and hanged himself. The chief priests
picked up the silver, observing,

P "It is not right to deposit this in the temple treasury since it is blood money."

N After consultation, they used it to buy the potter's field as a cemetery for foreigners. That is why that

field, even today is called Blood Field. On that occasion, what was said through Jeremiah the prophet was ful-
filled: "They took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of a man with a price on his head, a price set by the Isra-
elites, and they paid it out for the potter's field just as the Lord had commanded me." Jesus was arraigned before
the procurator, (Pontius Pilate,) who questioned him:

S "Are you the king of the Jews?"

+ "As you say."

N Yet when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he had made no reply. Then Pilate said to
him,

S "Surely you hear how many charges they bring against you?"

N He did not answer him on a single count, much to the procurator's surprise. Now on the occasion of a

festival the procurator was accustomed to release one prisoner whom the crowd would designate. They had at
the time a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. Since they were already assembled, Pilate said to them,

S "Which one do you wish me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus the so-called Messiah?"

N He knew, of course, that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was still
presiding on the bench, his wife sent him a message:

S "Do not interfere in the case of that holy man. I had a dream about him today which has greatly upset
me."

N Meanwhile, the chief priests and elders convinced the crowds that they should ask for Barabbas and

have Jesus put to death. So when the procurator asked them,

S "Which one do you wish me to release for you?"

P "Barabbas,"

N Pilate said to them,

S "Then what am I to do with Jesus, the so-called Messiah?"

P "Crucify him"

S "Why? What crime has he committed?"

N But they only shouted the louder,

P "Crucify him!"

N Pilate finally realized that he was making no impression and that a riot was breaking out instead. He
called for water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, declaring as he did so,

S "I am innocent of the blood of this just man. The responsibility is yours."

N The whole people said in reply,

P ""Let his blood be on us and on our children."

N At that, he released Barabbas to them. Jesus, however, he first had scourged; then he handed him over

to be crucified. The procurator's soldiers took Jesus inside the praetorium and collected the whole cohort around
him. They stripped off his clothes and wrapped him in a scarlet military cloak. Weaving a crown out of thorns
they fixed it on his head, and stuck a reed in his right hand. Then they began to mock him by dropping to their
knees before him saying,



P ""All hail, king of the Jews!"

N They also spat at him. Afterward they took hold of the reed and kept striking him on the
head. Finally, when they had finished making a fool of him, they stripped him of the cloak,
dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to crucifixion. On their way out they met a Cyre-
nian named Simon. This man they pressed into service to carry the cross. Upon arriving at a site
called Golgotha (a name which means Skull Place), they gave him a drink of wine flavored with
gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes
among them by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Above his head
they put the charge against him in writing: "This is Jesus, King of the Jews." Two insurgents were
crucified along with him, one at his right and one at his left. People going by kept insulting him,
tossing their heads and saying:

P ""So you are the one who was going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three
days! Save yourself, why don't you? Come down off that cross if you are God's
Son!"

N The chief priests, the scribes, and the elders also joined in the jeering:

P ""He saved others but he cannot save himself! So he is the King of Israel! Let's see

him come down from that cross, and then we will believe in him. He relied

on God; let God rescue him now if he wants to. After all, he claimed, 'I am

God's Son."'"
N The insurgents who had been crucified with him kept taunting him in the same way. From
noon onward, there was darkness over the whole land until midafternoon. Then toward midafter-
noon Jesus cried out in a loud tone,

+ "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?'

N That is,

+ "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

N This made some of the bystanders who heard it remark,

P "He is invoking Elijah?"

N Immediately one of them ran off and got a sponge. He soaked it in cheap wine, and stick-
ing it on a reed, tried to make him drink. Meanwhile the rest said,

P "Leave him alone. Let's see whether Elijah comes to his rescue."

N Once again Jesus cried out in a loud voice, and then gave up his spirit. Suddenly the cur-

tain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, boulders split, tombs
opened. Many bodies of saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After Jesus' resurrection they
came forth from their tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. The centurion and
his men who were keeping watch over Jesus were terror-stricken at seeing the earthquake and all
that was happening, and said,

P ""Clearly this was the Son of God!"

N Many women were present looking on from a distance. They had followed Jesus from
Galilee to attend to his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James
and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee's sons. When evening fell, a wealthy man from Arimathea
arrived, Joseph by name. He was another of Jesus' disciples, and had gone to request the body of
Jesus. Thereupon Pilate issued an order for its release. Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it in
fresh linen and laid it in his own new tomb, which had been hewn from a formation of rock. Then
he rolled a huge stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away. But Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb. The next day, the one following the Day
of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees called at Pilate's residence.

P ""Sir, we have recalled that that impostor while he was still alive made the claim,
'After three days I will rise.' You should issue an order having the tomb kept under sur-
veillance until the third day. Otherwise his disciples may go and steal him and tell the
people, '"He has been raised from the dead!' This final imposture would be worse than
the first."

S "You have a guard. Go and secure the tomb as best you can."

N So they went and kept it under surveillance of the guard, after fixing a seal to the stone.



Sports fans have seen it
in every season. Whether its
baseball, football, basket-
ball, hockey, soccer, or
some other sport, it seems
that there is a team in the
early part of the season that
is unstoppable. They have

everything going for them-the right combination of players,
opponents that can't get it together, and a clear lack of inju-
ries that could hamper the team. The team is on a roll! And
then the inevitable happens: a key player gets injured, or op-
posing teams figure out the weak spots, or a couple of defeats
in a row demoralize the team.

The liturgy of Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion can feel
a little bit like that sports experience. We start out with the
Gospel story of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem filled with roaring
crowds and exultant shouts. And then the liturgy plunges us
into the passion and death of Jesus as recorded in Matthew's
Gospel. Jesus is betrayed, arrested, denied, mocked,
scourged, and crucified. In the end, it might seem that all is
forsaken.

But Matthew's Passion narrative points to seeds of hope
even in the telling. Pilate's wife calls Jesus a righteous man.
Those who jeer at him speak of the three days-the length of
time he will spend in the tomb. Matthew tells us that the
saints awake and appear after Jesus' resurrection. And even
the Pharisees have to deal with the words of Jesus, promising
that in three days he will be raised up.

In sports, it is only at the end of the season that the out-
come is known and all the statistics are recorded in the record
books. Even as we celebrate the Lord's passion and resurrec-
tion each year, we know the outcome of the story. Jesus is
raised and gives life to all. That is why so many will be bap-
tized at the Easter vigil. That is also why those of us who are
baptized continue to believe.
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Theology of the Body Conference:
God, Sex and Sensibility

What is Theology of the Body? Why is it relevant to me?
What is the connection between body and soul? Is the body
an idol or an icon of God’s love? How do we find the happi-
ness and true greatness that we long for? What “language of
the body” are you speaking? Can I ever be whole again?

The Why The Fig Leaf? conference, sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Detroit on Saturday, May 14 at Madonna
University, will answer these questions and more. Through a
variety of keynote speakers, break out sessions, and personal
testimonies, this all-day conference will introduce and un-
pack John Paul II’s Theology of the Body. The day promises
to inspire, inform and equip you to better understand and live
out God’s mystery for your life in the total vision of the per-
son and our eternal destiny.

For more information and to register, please visit our web-
site, www.aodonline.org/TheologyoftheBody, or call 313—
237-5894.
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Served since 1893 by the Holy Spirit Fathers (Spiritans)
646 MONROE AVENUE, DETROIT, MI 48226-2935
(313) 961-8711
FAX (313) 961-4994

Email:oldstmarys@earthlink.net

Our website is www.oldstmarysdetroit.com

Rev. Edward J. Vilkauskas, C.S.Sp., Pastor
Rev. John Owusu-Achiaw, C.S.Sp.

Parish Secretary, Patricia Gonyeau

Knights of Columbus Council 305, Grand Knight Jason Thornton

St. Vincent De Paul President, Patrick Zelenak
Pastoral Council Chairman: Randy Bowers
Pastoral Council Members:

Mary Ann Burzynski, Michael Campeau, Tom Cieszkowski,
Gerald Conover, Micki Czerniak, William Daniels, Janet Dold,
Dr. Jean-Claude Elie, Dan Grayson, Garrett O’Donohue,
Dr. Michelle Pierron, Patrick Zelenak

ORDER OF SERVICES
Sunday Masses: Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m. (Saturday),
8:30 a.m., 10:00 (Latin), & 12:00 noon

Holy Day Masses: (except Christmas & Easter)
12:15 p.m. & as announced

Daily Masses: Monday through Saturday
12:15 p.m.

Confessions: Weekdays, before the 12:15 Mass
Saturday, 5:10 to 5:30
Sunday, 15 minutes before each Mass

MATRIMONY
Must be registered and participating parishioner for at least one year.
. Initial meeting with Pastor and arrangements at least six months in advance. .



